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Fujiwara no Mitsuyori（Katsura Dainagon Nyūdō）as Priest:
Précis and Transcription of the Dainagon Nyūdō Kanjō ki by Fujiwara no Korekata
Shigeo Fujiwara
According to the colophon, the detailed interlinear punctuation marks or kunten for
guiding the Japanese reader of the sacred Chinese text Gaoseng zhuan（Jp. Kōsōden;
Lives of Eminent Monks）included in the Song dynasty Tripitaka in the possession of
Iwayamadera Temple in Minamichita-machi, Aichi Prefecture, were inserted by one
Katsura Dainagon Nyūdō. This official title, which literally means “Priest-Counselor of
Katsura,” refers to Fujiwara Mitsuyori（1124-1173）. Mitsuyori was born into the
Hamuro house, which belonged to the Kajūji clan and had an illustrious history as
imperial bureaucrats. Mitsuyori himself was a noted imperial bureaucrat under Emperor
GoShirakawa（1127-1192; r. 1155-1158）. Mitsuyori appears in a number of military
chronicles and collections of short tales（Jp. setsuwa）, which describe both his
achievements and personality. In 1164 Mitsuyori retired from official life at the age of 41,
and entered the priesthood to pursue a life devoted to the practice of Esoteric Buddhism at
the Hamuro villa, located in Katsura in the western outskirts of the city of Kyoto. In 1171
Ninkaku of Ninnaji（1108 or 1110-1181）conferred the status of ācārya（preceptor）on
Mitsuyori in the Hirosawa（Nishi no in）School Esoteric abhis
̇
eka consecration ritual.
The ritual was recorded by Mitsuyori’s younger brother, Fujiwara no Korekata
（1125-after 1201）in a document known as the Dainagon Nyūdō Kanjō ki. This
document, formerly in the collection of the Kanesawa Bunko, is now in the collection of
the Maeda Ikutokukai Sonkeikaku Bunko. This record is a valuable source of information
about Mitsuyori’s activities after entering the priesthood, which are otherwise almost
unknown. In addition, it also reveals important details about Mitsuyori’s practice of
Esoteric Buddhism, and the influence of his entry into the priesthood upon other
members of his family.
Translation by Rachel Saunders
